
    The holiday season is upon us once 
again.  A time for giving thanks and rel-
ishing the blessings we have, Family, 
friends, country and compatriots. 
    It is also a time that we as a people 
elect the representatives that we wish to 
serve us in government.  I will encour-
age all of you to go vote.  If this country 
falls back into marxist despotism again, 
how will you answer your descendants 
when they ask you what you did to stop 
the fall? 
    Remember that Sunday, November 
3rd is the time we set our clocks back an 
hour (fall back).  I think along with this 
daylight savings thing we do, we should 
incorporate a week long holiday so  we 
can adjust our internal body clocks.  

Well, it’s a thought. 
    Looking on the calen-
dar, there are several 
living history events up-
coming.  Ft. Washita 
and Ft. Richardson are 
in this month and the 
annual ‘Christmas at Old Ft. Concho’ 
will be held the first weekend in Decem-
ber.  Ft. Washita is the weekend of No-
vember 8-10, 2024 near Durant, Okla-
homa.  Ft. Richardson’s event will be 
the following weekend, November 15-
16, 2024 in Jacksboro, Texas.  I have 
just finished reading an article about 
the Choctaw Nation’s Confederate Bri-
gade fighting at Ft. Washita. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Special Dates of Interest: 

November 3, 2024 - 
Daylight Savings Time - 
Fall Back 
November 5, 2024 - 
Election Day 
November 8-10, 2024 
- Ft. Washita Living His-
tory 
November 9, 2024 - 
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November 11, 2024 - 
Veterans Day 
November 15-16, 2024 
- Ft. Richardson Living 
History 
November 28, 2024 - 
Thanksgiving Day 
December 6-8, 2024 - 
Christmas at Old Ft. Con-
cho 
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Our Chapter has three members cele-
brating membership anniversaries this 
month: 
 
Will Bowen - 23 years    Nov. 6th 
Roy Fiveash - 6 years    Nov. 28th 
Lee Hise - 6 years    Nov. 19th 
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Some of our members teach-
ing frontier family and mili-

tary history at ‘Old Yeller 
Days’ in Mason, Texas. 
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B en jami n  Fra nkli n Strin gf el low:  The  Spy Who 
Spa red a  Gen eral  

with 23,000 troops through Alexandria and toward 
Confederate positions outside Richmond, Virginia. 
Lee believed the report came from Stringfellow and 

was trusting enough 
of it to ask Davis that 
troops previously di-
verted to North Caro-
lina be summoned 
back to Virginia to 
strengthen Confeder-
ate defenses there. 
    Stringfellow’s dar-
ing led to capture on 
multiple occasions. 
After his first arrest, 
the Union failed to 
identify him as a spy 
and released him 
within days as part of 
a prisoner exchange. 
After his second ar-
rest, he was jailed at 
the Old Capitol Prison 
in Washington, D.C., 
and interrogated by 
operatives of Union 

(Continued on page 5) 

    At five feet, eight inches tall and weighing barely 
100 pounds, the diminutive Frank Stringfellow 
proved to be one of the Civil War’s most effective 
spies, acquiring and passing a bevy of secrets to the 
Confederacy about Union troop movements and 
plans throughout the conflict. 
    A scout in the 4th Virginia Cavalry, Stringfellow 
repeatedly donned civilian clothes, disguising him-
self as a dental apprentice, a store assistant, and even 
a woman, enabling him to operate freely and exten-
sively in Washington, D.C., as well as in Union-
occupied Alexandria, Virginia.  

    In one instance, in August 1862, Stringfellow guid-
ed Confederate cavalry on a raid at Catlett’s Station, 
Virginia, where the Union Army of Virginia, under 
the command of Major General John Pope, was 
headquartered. After overrunning Federal troops 
guarding Pope’s tent, the Confederates seized docu-
ments, including Pope’s dispatch book filled with 
valuable intelligence. The information was used to 
aid General Robert E. Lee in his decisive defeat of 
Pope’s army at the Second Battle of Bull Run. 
    In April 1864, General Lee wrote to Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis, informing him of a report 
that Union General Ambrose Burnside was marching 

Catlett's Station, Virginia, scene of a Confederate cavalry raid 
on Army of Virginia Commander John Pope's headquarters, 
August 22, 1862, where the Confederates seized Pope's uni-
form, baggage and dispatch book, revealing critical intelligence 
that was later used to help secure a Confederate victory at the 
Second Battle of Bull Run. Frank Stringfellow guided the caval-

ry to Popes' headquarters.  Courtesy of the Library of Congress. 

Post-war image of Confederate spy Frank Stringfellow. Known, 
in some circles, as the "most dangerous man in the Confederacy" 
for his intelligence tradecraft and his scouting prowess, 
Stringfellow became an Episcopal priest after the war, and with 
the assistance of former President Ulysses S. Grant, served as a 
Chaplain for the U.S. Army in the Spanish-American War. 

Major General John Pope, Com-
mander of the  Union Army of 
Virginia 
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 The morale of Confederate soldiers and civilians 
soared after the Seven Days Battles in midsummer 
1862, raising hopes for foreign recognition of the 
Confederacy. However, within three months, follow-
ing the Battle of Antietam, the Lincoln administra-
tion issued the Emancipation Proclamation, shifting 
the war’s purpose from merely restoring the Union 
to ending slavery. Sandwiched between these events 
was the Second Manassas Campaign.  
    By early 1862, both sides had main armies operat-
ing along the Washington–Richmond corridor, with 
smaller forces operating in or near the Shenandoah 
Valley. Confederate General Thomas J. “Stonewall” 
Jackson 
achieved a 
series of 
small but 
impressive 
victories in 
the Shenan-
doah Valley 
in the spring 
of 1862, with 
his 17,000-
man army 
accomplish-
ing the 
brightest 
feats of the 
Confederacy. 
    Jackson's 
success can 
be attribut-
ed, in part, 
to the fact 
that three 
different 
Federal de-
partments in 
or adjacent to the Shenandoah Valley were never 
able to cooperate effectively with their 50,000 sol-
diers, which allowed him to confront each depart-
ment separately. This prompted a command reor-
ganization, merging the separate departments into 
the Army of Virginia under John Pope, just as the 
Seven Days Battles began.  
    In early June, Jackson left the Shenandoah Valley 
to reinforce General Robert E. Lee's main army, 
maintaining independent command until his last 
autonomous battle at Cedar Mountain.  
    As the Second Manassas Campaign geared up in 
the late summer 1862, both sides were reassessing 
their army structures and leadership in the East. The 
Federal government established guidelines for Con-
federate-sympathizing civilians in occupied areas, 

with strict consequences for violations. Confederate 
authorities grappled with countering practices they 
deemed unacceptable. This civilian issue contributed 
to bringing John Pope from the Western theater, as 
his policies contrasted with Union commander 
George McClellan’s more conciliatory approach. 
    Pope’s army faced the possibility of becoming the 
primary Union force in the East. After Pope an-

nounced the 
harsh poli-
cies toward 
Confederate
-supporting 
civilians, 
Lee sent 
Jackson to 
intercept 
Pope’s ad-
vance to-
ward Rich-
mond, 
stressing the 
need “he 
ought to be 
sup-
pressed.” 
Lee, howev-
er, had con-
cerns about 
Jackson’s 
leadership 
style, noting 
that Jackson 
rarely ex-
plained the 
reasoning 
behind his 

orders. Lee suggested that Jackson’s subordinates 
would act more intelligently if informed of the pur-
pose of their movements. 
    Would Jackson heed Lee’s advice? If not, could he 
demonstrate that his leadership style was effective 
with a larger command than he previously directed 
in the Shenandoah Valley? 
    These questions would be answered in the Second 
Manassas Campaign. 

[Blue-Gray Education Society] 

General Stonewall Jackson in 1862 

General John Pope 
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B en jami n  Fra nkli n Strin gf el low     (con ’t )  

to shoot Grant, then 
commanding the entire 
Union Army, but could 
not bring himself to pull 
the trigger. Grant re-
sponded to the letter, 
thanking Stringfellow for 
sparing his life and 
promising that he or any 
future president would 
accommodate any re-
quest made by the for-
mer spy. In a letter to 
President William 
McKinley in 1898, 
Stringfellow referenced 
Grant’s offer, and asked 
that he be allowed to 
serve as an army chap-
lain in the Spanish-American War. McKinley agreed. 
    Stringfellow died of a heart attack in 1913 at the 
age of 73 and is buried at the Ivy Hill Cemetery in 
Alexandria, Virginia. 

[www.intelligence.gov] 

spymaster Allan Pinkerton, who threatened him with 
execution. Stringfellow was in his Confederate mili-
tary uniform when captured, though, and was thus 
treated as an ordinary prisoner of war, rather than a 
spy, and subsequently exchanged once again.  
    Union soldiers captured Stringfellow for a third 
time in April 1865, but he escaped during his transfer 
to a prison in Maryland. At the same time, a man-
hunt was underway following the assassination of 

President Lincoln, and Union 
authorities briefly suspected 
Stringfellow might be an ac-
complice of John Wilkes Booth, 
since the pair had once shared 
the same boarding house. 
Stringfellow fled to Canada, 
where he remained until 1867, 
when he returned to the United 
States to marry. 
    Later ordained an Episcopal 
priest, Stringfellow wrote a let-
ter to President Ulysses S. 
Grant, revealing that in 1864, 
he had once been close enough 

(Continued from page 3) 

Lt .  Co mma nder ’s  Low dow n       ( con ’t)  

    ‘Christmas at Old Ft. Concho’ will be our Chapter’s 
fourth quarter event.  Many of us will be there in uni-
form or period dress.  There will be our combined 
artillery and infantry displays and a time for school 
kids learning real history. 
    This season also brings ‘membership renewal’, so 
you should be receiving your ‘dues renewal’ invoice 
in the mail in the next week or two.  I am told there 
will be a ‘stamped, addressed envelope’ in the notice 
for easy return.  Let us strive for 100% retention. 
    I just found a couple events that are going on 
around us and I have attached the flyers to the end of 
our newsletter.  So kick back and enjoy "Major's Or-
ders". 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ulysses S. Grant 

President William McKinley 
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Batt l es  & Skirmi shes  

1864 
November 10 – November 14 1864 – Breckinridge’s 
East Tennessee Raid, TN 
November 15 – December 9 1864 – Sherman’s 
March to the Sea, GA 
November 20 – December 16 1864 – Hood’s Inva-
sion of Tennessee, TN 

1861 
November 3 – November 7 1861 – West Kentucky 
Operations, KY 
November 21 – December 3 1861 – Ship Island Ex-
pedition, MS 
  
1862 
November 2 1862 – January 10 1863 – Grant’s Cen-
tral Mississippi Campaign, MS 
November 14 – December 15 1862 – Fredericksburg 
Campaign, VA 
  
1863 
November 1 – November 8 1863 – Averell’s 
Lewisburg Raid, WV 
November 4 – December 3 1863 – Knoxville Cam-
paign, TN 
November 23 – November 25 1863 – Battles at 
Chattanooga, TN 
November 25 – December 2 1863 – Mine Run Cam-
paign, VA 
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